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Musical. Cast: 2m., 1w., at least 12 children. Sunshine

, “ Promotional CD available. Approximate
running time: 50 minutes. Area staging.

tells the story of a

grumpy landlord, Mr. Sunshine, who wants nothing but peace and quiet in his

brownstone in Gramercy Park, New York. When he meets Miss Moore, a sweet and

slightly daffy older woman, he thinks he has found a perfect tenant, and he imme-

diately signs her to a five-year lease. The next day, Mr. Sunshine discovers that

Miss Moore intends to run a music school in her apartment. Enraged, he tries to

evict her, but the imperturbable Miss Moore is so dedicated to sharing the joys of

music with her students that she barely notices his displeasure and resists all at-

tempts to be moved. However, after hearing a radio weather forecast calling for rain,

Miss Moore attends a public auction, where she unwittingly bids the rent money on

a lot of 500 umbrellas. She is now unable to pay the rent, and Mr. Sunshine plans

to evict her and the school. But the resourceful students take matters into their own

hands, raising the necessary money by selling the umbrellas. Mr. Sunshine

moves out of the building, defeated, but then realizes he is lonely without the chil-

dren. He returns to his building and becomes a patron of the music school.

The ensemble of children has several stirring musical numbers, including the

contrapuntal “Let It Rain” (in which they sell the umbrellas), “The Auction” (sung

with the auctioneer), “Get Out Your Parasol” (sung with Max Marvel, the weather

man, in a ‘40s-style fantasy sequence), and Miss Moore’s theme song about the

joys of music Make a Joyful Noise.”

Cover photo: Merkin Concert Hall at the Kaufman Center, New York, N.Y. Photo: Amy Sulds.
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*** NO TICE ***
The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of SUN SHINE must give credit to Lud wig Bemelmans as
au thor of the book, Jennifer Draganski and Sean Hartley as dramatizers
of the book, Sean Hartley and John O’Neill as lyr i cists, and John O’Neill 
as com poser in all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances
of the Mu si cal and in all in stances in which the ti tle of the Mu si cal ap -
pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the
Mu si cal and/or a pro duc tion. The names of Lud wig Bemelmans, Jennifer
Draganski, Sean Hartley and John O’Neill must also ap pear on a sep a rate 
line, on which no other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle,
and must ap pear in size of type not less than 50% the size of the ti tle
type. Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on Lud wig Bemelmans, Jennifer Drag -
anski, Sean Hartley and John O’Neill, if in cluded in the playbook, may
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams these no tices must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

“Sun shine was orig i nally com mis sioned by the Kaufman Cen ter
as part of its pro gram, ‘Planting New Seeds.’”
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Sun shine’s world pre miere took place at the Kaufman Cen ter, 
New York City, April 2005. The pro duc tion in cluded the fol -
low ing art ists:

CAST

TODD BUONOPANE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Sun shine
KATHRYN MARKEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Moore
JA SON ROB IN SON . . . . . . . . . . . . Max Mar vel, Brad ford Banks,

Auc tion eer, etc.
SABRINA BOGEN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lucy
SEAN HARDY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack
KATIE HENNEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Na omi/Weathergirl
LIZ HENNEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Su san/Weathergirl
MIRANDA JOHN SON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dot
REBECCA KILBERG. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gemma/Weathergirl
RA CHEL RESNIK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Samantha/Weathergirl
REBECCA ROTHSCHILD . . . . . Auc tion eer’s As sis tant/Weathergirl
REBECCA SHAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Beth
RA CHEL SOBELSOHN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katie
SAMMY SUSSMAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alex
BRIANNA ZONIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al ice/Weathergirl

PRO DUC TION STAFF and CREW

Di rected by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JENNIFER DRAGANSKI
Mu sic di rected by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JIHWAN KIM
Set de signed by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JESSIE KRAUSE
Cos tumes de signed by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JEAN ENGSTROM
Cho re og ra phy by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BEN TOSTADO
Pro duc tion Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AMY SULDS
Pro duc tion As sis tant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GA BRIEL LUCE

Sun shine was com mis sioned by the Kaufman Cen ter as part
of its pro gram, Planting New Seeds. The pro gram was funded,
in part, by Andrea Brown, Kara Unterberg, Roy Niederhoffer,
Ros a lind Devon, Con nie and Leon ard Good man, and Char lie
Dimston.
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SUN SHINE
A Mu si cal in One Act

For 2 men, 1 woman, at least 12 chil dren

CHAR AC TERS

MR. SUN SHINE . . . . . . . . . . . . . a com i cally grumpy land lord
MISS MOORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a slightly daffy mu sic teacher
*BRAD FORD BANKS . . . . . a fast-talk ing, no-non sense law yer
*MAX MAR VEL . . . . . a slick and char is matic TV weath er man
*AUC TION EER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . an en thu si as tic auc tion eer
*OP ERA SINGER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . very loud
LUCY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a young and in no cent girl
JACK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a cyn i cal boy
NA OMI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a good-hearted, friendly girl
ALEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . an ex cit able boy ge nius
SAMANTHA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a brainy, prag matic girl
DOT
GEMMA
AL ICE
SU SAN
BETH
KATIE
JOEY

Ac tors play ing the Children also dou ble as Auc tion eer’s As sis -
tant, Weathergirls, Fam ilies, Poo dle Owner, Poo dle, etc. 

*In the orig i nal pro duc tion, these roles were played by the same 
ac tor.
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MU SI CAL NUM BERS

“Mis ter Sun shine” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Full Com pany

“Hoo li gans” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sun shine

“Make a Joy ful Noise” . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Moore & Children

“Sun shine’s Tran si tion”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Children

“Get Out Your Para sol” . . . . . . . . . Max Mar vel & Weathergirls

“Be fore Auc tion” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Children

“The Auc tion” . . . . . . . . Auc tion eer, Auc tion eer’s Ass’t. & Co.

“The Rain Song” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Children

“Make a Joy ful Noise” (re prise) . . . . . . Miss Moore & Children

“Let Me Come Back/Fi nale” . . . . . . . . . . Sun shine & Com pany

“Mis ter Sun shine Fi nale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All

6

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



SUN SHINE

SCENE: Out side MR. SUN SHINE’s brown stone in Gra -
mer cy Park.

(SONG: “MISTER SUN SHINE”)

NAR RA TORS.
APARTMENT FOR RENT IN GRAMERCY PARK:
TWO CHEERFUL ROOMS, WITH HARDWOOD

FLOOR;
LOVELY VIEW, BUS STOPS AT DOOR;
HAS BEEN VACANT FOR SOME TIME.
PLEASE INQUIRE WITHIN, SEE MISTER

SUNSHINE

CHO RUS.
HERE IN THE PAPER THE CLASSIFIEDS

REPORT
MISTER SUNSHINE NEEDS A TENANT OF A

MOST PARTICULAR SORT
FOR SUNSHINE’S AWFULLY STUBBORN WITH

MANY FUSSY RULES

SUN SHINE.
NO DOGS OR CATS OR ACROBATS OR DANCING 

FOOLS

7
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CHO RUS.
POOR MISTER SUNSHINE!

CHILD. Tag! You’re it.

(CHILDREN chase each other around SUN SHINE.)

SUN SHINE. Hey, you kids, get out of here!

CHO RUS.
HE SCREAMS AND HE HOLLERS AT CHILDREN

ON THE STREETS
AND HE HUFFS AND PUFFS AT EVERY SINGLE

PERSON THAT HE MEETS
HE DOESN’T HAVE A FRIEND FOR HE LIKES TO 

BE ALONE
BUT NEVER REALLY HAPPY ’CAUSE HIS HEART 

IS STONE
POOR MISTER SUNSHINE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE NEEDS A TENANT
QUIET AS A MOUSE

HE’S A FUSSY MAN AND CANNOT STAND ANY
NONSENSE IN HIS HOUSE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE ALWAYS GLOOMY,
GRUMPY TO THE BONE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE ALL ALONE

(Scene changes to in side the apart ment. Ten ant groups
en ter one by one un til they are dis missed by SUN -
SHINE.)

SUN SHINE. What do you want?

8 SUNSHINE
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FAM ILY #1.
WE’D LIKE TO TAKE THE APARTMENT THE

NEIGHBORHOOD IS DEAR
WE’RE ALWAYS VERY QUIET SO YOU’LL

NEVER KNOW WE’RE HERE
WE HAVE JUST ONE REQUEST A LITTLE

FAVOR IF YOU PLEASE
WHILE WE’RE AWAY JUST TWICE A DAY FEED

OUR CHIMPANZEES!

SUN SHINE. Get out!

(FAM ILY #1 ex its, FAM ILY #2 en ters.)

FAM ILY #2.
WE ARE THE JONESES WE’RE A HAPPY FAMILY
WE LOVE THIS SWEET APARTMENT IT’S THE

PLACE WE’D LIKE TO BE
WE’VE SEEN SO MANY PLACES THIS ONE FITS

US LIKE A GLOVE
THIS BUILDING NEEDS A FAMILY WHO WILL

FILL ITS WALLS WITH LOVE

CHILD #1. Owww. She pulled my hair!
CHILD #2. But she pushed me! (An im pro vised ar gu ment

en sues.)
SUN SHINE. Go away!

(FAM ILY #2 ex its. POO DLE OWNER and POO DLE en -
ter.)

POO DLE OWNER.
THIS IS MY POODLE MADAME FIZZY

SUN SHINE 9
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(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff, ruff!
SHE SAID GOOD DAY

(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff, ruff, ruff!
SHE LIKES YOUR PLACE

(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff!
SHE’D LIKE TO STAY

(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff!
SHE’S HUNGRY HAVE YOU ANY APPLE

STRUDEL?
OH, THE FUN THAT YOU WILL HAVE

LEARNING TO SPEAK POODLE

SUN SHINE. Scram!

(POO DLE OWNER and POO DLE exit. OP ERA SINGER 
en ters.)

OP ERA SINGER.
I AM A FAMOUS OPERA SINGER.

AHHHHHHHHHH!

(Sustains note un til SUN SHINE an grily dis misses him/
her.)

SUN SHINE. OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, GET OUT!

(OP ERA SINGER ex its. MISS MOORE en ters. She is a
gen tle and slightly daffy woman, dressed very de murely.)

CHO RUS.
THEN RIGHT BEFORE HIS EYES WAS A VISION

MOST SERENE
AND HE SAID

10 SUNSHINE
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SUN SHINE.
MA’AM, YOU’RE THE MOST REFRESHING

SIGHT I’VE EVER SEEN.

CHO RUS.
SHE LOOKED AND SHE PONDERED AND SAID

MISS MOORE.
WHAT A DELIGHT! I THINK IT’S AWFULLY

WARM AND HOMEY. IT’S JUST RIGHT.

CHO RUS.
OH, MISTER SUNSHINE.
RIGHT THEN AND THERE IN A MOMENT OF

GREAT PEACE
MISTER SUNSHINE GOT THE PAPERS AND SHE

SIGNED A FIVE-YEAR LEASE
SHE SMILED AT HIM SWEETLY AND HANDED

HIM THE RENT

MISS MOORE.
I DON’T HAVE MUCH. I’LL MOVE IN NOW.

SUN SHINE.
YOU’RE HEAVEN SENT.

CHO RUS.
OH, MISTER SUNSHINE!
OH, MISTER SUNSHINE FOUND A TENANT

QUIET AS A MOUSE
HE’S A FUSSY MAN AND CANNOT STAND ANY

NONSENSE IN HIS HOUSE
OH, MISTER SUNSHINE’S VERY HAPPY, TIRED

TO THE BONE

SUN SHINE 11
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NOW MISTER SUNSHINE’S NOT ALONE
GOODNIGHT
SLEEP TIGHT

(SUN SHINE, fi nally con tent, crosses to his sep a rate bed -
room. Lights change. Sud denly, a ca coph ony of mu si cal
in stru ments co mes from MISS MOORE’s apart ment.
SUN SHINE jumps out of bed and rushes to her door.)

SUN SHINE. Miss Moore. (MISS MOORE can not hear
over the mu sic. He knocks again.) Miss Moore. (Fu ri -
ous.) Miss Moore, open this door im me di ately!

MISS MOORE (opens door and greets SUN SHINE
warmly). Why hello, Mr. Sun shine. Come in, come in!

SUN SHINE (push ing past her). What in heaven is go ing
on in here? (He no tices chil dren with in stru ments in
hand and freezes.)

MISS MOORE. Wel come to my mu sic school, Mr. Sun -
shine.

SUN SHINE (stunned). Mu sic school?
MISS MOORE. Children, this is Mr. Sun shine, the land -

lord.
ALL CHILDREN. Good morn ing, Mr. Sun shine.
NA OMI (of fers her hand). My name is Na omi. I play the

flute. (Turns back to MISS MOORE.)
SUN SHINE. Miss Moore, they can’t play mu sic in here.
MISS MOORE (brightly). You’d be amazed at what they

can do. Would you like to hear? Children, let’s play
some thing for Mr. Sun shine, shall we? (ALL mur mur
agree ment.)

CHILD. Let’s play the Bee tho ven.

12 SUNSHINE
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JACK. Not the Bee tho ven. That’s for ba bies. Let’s play
some thing re ally in tense, like the Stravinksy.

LUCY. That makes my ears hurt.
SUN SHINE. I won’t stand for this.
NA OMI. You can sit by me, Mr. Sun shine.
MISS MOORE. That’s a lovely idea, Na omi. Are you

ready, chil dren? (Picks up her ba ton.)
SUN SHINE. Miss Moore, you’re not lis ten ing to me.
MISS MOORE. Oh, but I am, Mr. Sun shine. Has any one

ever told you that your voice has a lovely tim bre? We
have a choir, you know.

LUCY. Hoo ray! Mr. Sun shine is go ing to sing with us!
(ALL cheer.)

SUN SHINE. No, no, no, no, NO! (Si lence.) There will be
no Bee tho ven, there will be no sing ing, there will be no
mu sic of any kind in my build ing. Do I make my self
clear?

MISS MOORE. But this is a mu sic school.
SUN SHINE. No, it’s not. It’s a pri vate res i dence.
MISS MOORE. But I teach mu sic in my home. Did n’t I

men tion that to you?
SUN SHINE. No.
MISS MOORE. Oh, I’m sure I did.
SUN SHINE. I’m sure you did n’t.
MISS MOORE. Well, per haps you don’t re mem ber…
SUN SHINE. Miss Moore. I am quite cer tain that if you

had even hinted at such a ghastly pos si bil ity, I never
would have rented you the apart ment.

MISS MOORE. Well, I’m sorry, Mr. Sun shine, but there is 
noth ing I can do now. My old apart ment has al ready
been rented. Be sides, the acous tics there were ter ri ble.

SUN SHINE 13
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SUN SHINE. That, Madam, is none of my con cert. I ad vise 
you to cease this noise at once, or I shall be forced to
can cel your lease.

MISS MOORE. Surely we can com pro mise, Mr. Sun shine.
How would it be if we only play be tween the hours of
eleven and six?

SUN SHINE. I will not bar gain with you, Miss Moore. I
want these lit tle mon sters out of here.

MISS MOORE. You may not use lan guage like that in
front of the chil dren. Do you un der stand that? Now, I
have a re hearsal to at tend to. We can dis cuss this later.
(Lifting her ba ton.)

SUN SHINE. Miss Moore, I’m warn ing you!
MISS MOORE (hes i tates, then turns back to the chil dren).

Children, give it all you’ve got!

(The CHILDREN be gin play ing as loudly as pos si ble.)

SUN SHINE. Madam, this is the last straw. I’ll see you in a 
court of law!

(He storms off as the chil dren con tinue to play. Lights
come down on the school and fol low MR. SUN SHINE.)

(SONG: “HOO LI GANS”)

SUN SHINE.
HOOLIGANS, HOOLIGANS
THOSE LITTLE GIGGLING GIRLS AND

BOUNCING BOYS ARE NOTHING BUT
HOOLIGANS.

STOMPING WITH THEIR NOISY BOOTS,

14 SUNSHINE
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TOOTING TUNES UPON THEIR FLUTES,
BANGING DRUMS, CHEWING GUM,
OH YOU HOOLIGANS.

I’M A GENTLE MAN WHO LOVES TO SMELL A
ROSE

AND LOVES TO GO A-STROLLING IN THE RAIN.
BUT THOSE MUSICAL MARAUDERS,
WITH THEIR FIDDLES AND THEIR BOWS,
THEY’RE GOING TO DRIVE ME ABSOLUTELY

INSANE!

HOOLIGANS, HOOLIGANS,
NOTHING BUT STICKY-FINGERED,

SNOTTY-NOSED HOOLIGANS.
I’D RATHER HAVE THE STOMACH FLU
OR LIVE SOMEWHERE LIKE TIMBUKTU
THEN SHARE MY HAPPY HOME WITH HOARDS

OF HOOLIGANS.

I’VE HAD RATS IN THE CELLAR,
BUT I GOT RID OF THEM.
I’VE HAD ROACHES IN THE PLUMBING,
BUT I GOT RID OF THEM, TOO,
AND I’LL GET THOSE TWO-LEGGED MONSTERS,
IF IT’S THE LAST THING I DO.

MISCHIEVOUS HOOLIGANS, NO-GOOD
SHLAMOOLIGANS,

BATTLE LINES ARE DRAWN AND NOW WE’LL
SEE WHO WINS.

I’LL HAVE THEM BEGGING AT MY FEET,
AND THEN I’LL THROW THEM ON THE STREET,
OH YOU WRETCHED, MONSTEROUS MUSICAL

HOOLIGANS!

SUN SHINE 15
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(Lights go down on him and up on the mu sic school. The 
CHILDREN are fin ish ing a piece.)

MISS MOORE. That was truly in spir ing, chil dren. The
notes were mostly wrong, but the spirit was in spir ing.
Now, if you will turn to mea sure 89… (LUCY raises her 
hand.) Yes, Lucy?

LUCY. Mr. Sun shine does n’t like us.
MISS MOORE. Mr. Sun shine? Of course he does.
ALEX. Then why did he call us “lit tle mon sters”?
SAMANTHA. Don’t take it per son ally. He’s just dis plac -

ing his an ger onto us. It’s a clas sic de fense mech a nism.
My fa ther told me about it.

MISS MOORE. That’s a very in ter est ing ob ser va tion,
Samantha.

SAMANTHA (to the other kids). My fa ther is a psy chi a -
trist.

MISS MOORE. Now, if you will turn to…
NA OMI. I think we should do some thing to cheer him up.
MISS MOORE. Yes, well, if we work on the slow move -

ment a bit, I’m sure that will cheer him up… (LUCY
raises her hand.) Yes, Lucy?

LUCY. Is Mr. Sun shine go ing to sue you?
MISS MOORE. Of course not. (LUCY raises her hand

again.) Yes, Lucy?
LUCY. Will we have to go to court?
MISS MOORE. No, dear. (LUCY raises her hand a third

time.) Lucy, dear, if I have to an swer ques tions all af ter -
noon, we’ll never fin ish the piece.

LUCY. But who will be our teacher if you get ar rested?
MISS MOORE. I’m not go ing to be ar rested. Be sides,

there’s noth ing he can do. I signed a five-year lease.
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