


© The Dramatic Publishing Company



© The Dramatic Publishing Company



O PI O NEERS!

Adapted by
DARRAH CLOUD

From the novel by
WILLA CATHER

Mu sic com posed by
KIM D. SHERMAN

Lyrics by
DARRAH CLOUD

Dra matic Pub lishing
Woodstock, Il li nois • Eng land • Aus tra lia • New Zea land

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

©MMVII
Book and Lyrics by DARRAH CLOUD

Mu sic com posed by KIM D. SHERMAN
From the novel by WILLA CATHER

Printed in the United States of Amer ica
All Rights Re served

(O PI O NEERS!)

ISBN: 978-0-87129-617-7

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois

www.dramaticpublishing.com


IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the Mu si cal must give credit to the Au thor of the book,
and the Au thor and Com poser of the Mu si cal in all pro grams dis trib uted
in con nec tion with per for mances of the Mu si cal and in all in stances in
which the ti tle of the Mu si cal ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li -
ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the Mu si cal and/or a pro duc tion. The
names of the Au thor of the book and the Au thor and Com poser of the
Mu si cal must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name ap -
pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not 
less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for -
ma tion on the Au thors and Com poser, if in cluded in the playbook, may
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

* * * *

O Pi o neers!

was com mis sioned by The Women’s Pro ject, Julia Miles, Ar tis tic
Di rec tor. World pre miere pro duc tion by the Hun ting ton Thea tre
Com pany, The Pro fes sional Thea tre in Res i dence at Boston Uni -
ver sity, Boston, Mass. Pe ter Altman, Pro ducing Di rec tor/Mi chael
Maso, Man aging Di rec tor.

Cast:

Alexandra Bergson Mary McDonnell
Carl Linstrum Randy Mell
Emil Bergson Neil Maffin
Ma rie Tovesky Jennifer Rohn
Ivar John Car pen ter
Os car Douglas Krizner
Lou Chris to pher Coucill
Frank Thomas Schall
Mr. Bergson Tim o thy Saw yer
Mrs. Bergson Taina Elg

3

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



Mrs. Lee Eda Seasongood
An nie Lee Kate Phelan
Un cle Joe Tovesky Tad Ingram
Amedee Scott Rabinowitz
Mar cel Joel Mitch ell
Signa Mag gie Simpson
Nelse Kevin McDermott
Angelique Kate Coffman
Milly Jessica Walling, Michelle Pinsley
Dream Man Scott Rabinowitz
Bishop Tim o thy Saw yer
Priest Tad Ingram
Lit tle Ma rie Robin Eldridge, Brooke Richie
Young Emil Pe ter Sokol-Hessner, Seth Sole-Rob ert son
Towns peo ple, etc. The En sem ble

Mu si cians:
Brian Rus sell, con duc tor/pi ano; Mary Ashley, French horn;
Lydia Forbes, vi o lin; Di ane Heffner, clar i net; Kath er ine Matasy, 
ac cor dion; Dan iel Rowe, cello.

Di rected by Kevin Kuhlke, Mu sic Di rec tor Brian Rus sell, Scen -
ery De sign John Wulp, Cast ing Con sul tant McCorkle Cast ing,
Inc., Pro duc tion Stage Man ager Di ane DiVita, Cos tume De sign
Ann Roth, Di a lect Coach Nadia Vanesse, As sis tant Stage Man -
ager C. Renee Al ex an der, Lighting De sign Brian Nason, Sound
De sign Ed McDermid, As sis tant Mu sic Di rec tor Catherine
Stornetta.

Pro duced in as so ci a tion with Amer i can Play house.

4

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



O PI O NEERS!

A Mu si cal in Two Acts
For 6 men, 2 women, 2 chil dren,

8 sing ers (4 men, 4 women)*

Char ac ters/Voice Break down

ALEXANDRA BERGSON . a strong Swed ish woman, alto - not
nec es sary to be a great singer

EMIL BERGSON . . . . . . . . her brother: young, mo rose, in tense
LOU BERGSON . . . . . . . . . . . . her brother: sly, full of him self
OS CAR BERGSON. . . . . . . . . . . . . . her brother: slow, ox-like
CARL LINSTRUM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ger man, sen si tive, ar tis tic
IVAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a mys ti cal old Nor we gian
MARIE TOVESKY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bo he mian—a spit fire
FRANK SHABATA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bo he mian, out of place,

an gry with the world
AN NIE LEE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . brassy, mod ern/soprano
ANGELIQUE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . French girl/alto
MRS. BERGSON/MRS. LEE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . old Swedes/alto
AMEDEE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . French young man/tenor
MR. BERGSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Swed ish man/tenor
MAR CEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . French/lyric bari tone
PREACHER/BISHOP/GUARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bass
MILLY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . teen age girl/so prano
LIT TLE EMIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . five years old
LIT TLE MARIE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ten years old
IM MI GRANTS/PIONEERS . . . . . . . . . . . played by all sing ers

*Also play small roles: Preacher, Priest, Bishop, etc.
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ACT ONE

SCENE ONE

SETTING: A bare stage.

AT RISE: MU SIC CUE #1: “ALEXANDRA’S THEME.”
ALEXANDRA stands alone in sil hou ette, wear ing a
man’s coat and hat. We’re un sure whether this per son is 
a man or a woman, at first. Lights come up as poor IM -
MI GRANTS be gin ar riv ing at the Hanover Rail Sta tion,
bun dles at their sides, some in tra di tional dress. All
sorts of coun tries are rep re sented. To the fore ground of
the crowd co mes the Bergson fam ily: ALEXANDRA, in
her late teens; her MOTHER; FATHER; broth ers, LOU
and OS CAR, in their teens; and EMIL, who is five years
old. They, too, are very poor.

(MU SIC CUE #2: “IM MI GRANTS SONG” or: There’s 
Noth ing Here”)

ALL MEN.
’CROSS THE GREAT ATLANTIC OCEAN
WHERE THE SUNRISE MEETS THE SEA
LIES THE LAND OF MY DEVOTION
AND THE MAN I LONG TO BE

ALL WOMEN.
GOLD IN THE RIVERBEDS
SILVER ON THE PLAINS
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SALT INSIDE THE MOUNTANS
AND DIAMONDS IN THE RAIN

ALL MEN.
GOING ON IN ONE DIRECTION
WEST, I’LL CLAIM A VALLEY MINE
PLACE A BID ON HALF A SECTION
BUILD A CASTLE IN THE SUNSHINE

ALL WOMEN.
GOLD IN THE RIVERBEDS
SILVER ON THE PLAINS
SALT INSIDE THE MOUNTAINS
AND DIAMONDS IN THE RAIN

BASS.
MARCH 1873
LEFT MY HOME AND WALKED TWO DAYS
BOARDED SHIP AND CROSSED THE SEA
TAKING ONLY WHAT I COULD CARRY—

TENOR.
THERE’S NOTHING HERE.

ALTO WOMAN.
AUGUST 1874
LEFT THE SHIP AND TOOK A TRAIN
WHEN THE TRACK RAN OUT I WALKED
TO THE SHORES OF THE PRAIRIE

SO PRANO WOMAN.
THERE’S NOTHING HERE.
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ALTO WOMAN.
APRIL 1875
THOUGHT COMING HERE WOULD MAKE US

FREE
GOT SO FREE WE NEARLY STARVED
LOST OUR YOUNGEST BABE AND LOST MY

MIND.

TENOR.
THERE’S NOTHING HERE…

BARI TONE.
FOURTH OF JULY
MADE IT HERE, WE’RE ALL ALIVE
SEND US WHAT YOU CAN AND WRITE.
WHAT WE’D GIVE TO HEAR FROM OUR OWN

KIND.

ALTO.
BOAT ACROSS THE OCEAN DIDN’T KILL ME

BASS.
SLUMS OF CHICAGO DIDN’T KILL ME

BOTH.
JOURNEY WEST, THE COLD AND NO FOOD
DIDN’T KILL ME

ALTO.
SO I SHOULD FEEL NO LITTLE DISAPPOINTMENT
IN DYING NOW WE’RE HERE
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ALL MEN.
’CAUSE THERE’S GOLD IN THE RIVERBEDS
SILVER ON THE PLAINS
SALT INSIDE THE MOUNTAINS
AND DIAMONDS IN THE RAIN

            ALL MEN.         ALL WOMEN.
ALL THAT POS SI BIL ITY GOLD RIVERBEDS
RUNNING TO THE SEA SIL VER ON THE PLAINS
AND NOT AN OTHER DI A MONDS IN THE RAIN
   HOME STEAD
BE TWEEN THAT SEA AND ME

ALL.
GOLD IN THE RIVERBEDS
SILVER ON THE PLAINS
SALT INSIDE THE MOUNTAINS
AND DIAMONDS IN THE RAIN
DIAMONDS IN THE RAIN

BARI TONE.
WHY DOES WINTER COME
WHEN IT’S NOT WANTED HERE AT ALL

ALTO.
NO ONE EVER PRAYED FOR ICE
OR NEEDED SNOW TO FALL

TENOR.
AND WHY DID I COME HERE
WHEN IT’S TOO HARD TO BE ALIVE?
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SOPRANO.
BECAUSE I’M JUST AS CRUEL AS WINTER
TOO COLD NOT TO SURVIVE…

SCENE TWO

AT RISE: MU SIC CUE #3: “WIND MU SIC”—Un der -
score. Win ter—a dras tic change. ALEXANDRA drives
the wagon through the lonely cold. CARL ap pears on
the ho ri zon and hails her from a dis tance.

CARL. Alexandra! Alexandra! (She pulls the horses in.
WIND MU SIC con tin ues.)

ALEXANDRA. Carl! What are you do ing in town?
CARL. I came in to help my fa ther. But I told him I might

ride back with you.
ALEXANDRA. Yes, of course, come on! (He climbs into

the wagon and they take off. They re gard each other
shyly.) Cold!

CARL. Yah! (Pause.)
ALEXANDRA. Colder to mor row!
CARL. Yah! (Pause.) Not as cold as yes ter day, though.
ALEXANDRA. No! (Pause.)
CARL. What brought you all this way?
ALEXANDRA. I had to see the doc tor.
CARL. About your fa ther?
ALEXANDRA (with dif fi culty). Yah…
CARL. Is he go ing to be all right?
ALEXANDRA. No. (Pause.  ALEXANDRA sits  up

straighter. WIND MU SIC con tin ues.)
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CARL. I’m sorry, Alexandra. (She nods.) What are you go -
ing to do?

ALEXANDRA. I wish we could all go with him and let
the grass grow back over ev ery thing.

CARL. Does he know?
ALEXANDRA. I think he does. He lies alone in bed all

day and counts what he has…what…he’s leav ing us…
CARL. Maybe I could come over soon and visit him. Help

him take his mind off things.
ALEXANDRA. Would you?
CARL. Why, sure, I…I’ll bring my magic lan tern.
ALEXANDRA. You got it?
CARL. Right here! And I fig ured out a way to paint my

own pic tures for it so I don’t have to buy them.
ALEXANDRA. Pic tures of what?
CARL. Oh, Ger many, near where I grew up, mostly. That’s 

the only way I’ll ever be able to see it again. You can let 
me off right here.

ALEXANDRA (reins the horse in). When will you come
and see us?

CARL. When ever you want.
ALEXANDRA. To mor row.
CARL. To mor row, then. (He jumps down and lights her

lamp for her.) What ever hap pens, Alexandra, you can al -
ways count on us. (He turns and runs off, call ing to her
as he dis ap pears in the dis tance and she drives on alone 
into the dark, lit only by the lamp. WIND MU SIC cre -
scen dos and stops abruptly.)
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SCENE THREE

(Out of the ut ter dark ness co mes a voice.)

MR. BERGSON. Daugh ter! Daugh ter!…

AT RISE: A shaft of light ap pears. ALEXANDRA stands as 
if in a door way. MRS. BERGSON and EMIL are in
back ground “kitchen.”

MR. BERGSON. What is hap pen ing now?
ALEXANDRA. Mama is fix ing a rab bit for din ner. The

boys are out side, cut ting wood. A win dow has cracked.
MR. BERGSON. Come here. (She wipes her hands and

moves to him. Light co mes up a lit tle.) You will have to
do the best you can for your broth ers. It will all fall on
you now.

ALEXANDRA. Don’t talk like this, Papa.
MR. BERGSON. Teach your broth ers. They are not as

smart as you. Don’t let them get dis cour aged and go off. 
You have to keep this land.

ALEXANDRA. You need an other blan ket.
MR. BERGSON. Lis ten to me. You are old enough now to 

un der stand. My fa ther, your grand fa ther, was not an
hon est man. We had to leave Stock holm and come here.
We had no choice. You can’t go back.

ALEXANDRA. I un der stand.
MR. BERGSON. Alexandra…don’t let all this have been

for noth ing. In eleven long years I have made not one
solid mark on this land. Only mis takes. But they are a
kind of soil too. You can make things grow from them.
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(LOU and OS CAR en ter the house, stomp ing their boots, 
cold.)

MR. BERGSON. What is hap pen ing now?
ALEXANDRA. Lou and Os car are com ing in from the

barn.
MR. BERGSON. Call them in here. Call them. (She goes

to the light, beck ons them in. They shuf fle in sol emnly,
stand stiffly by.)

OS CAR. You want some thing, Papa?
MR. BERGSON. I want you all to lis ten to me now. So

long as there is one house there must be one head.
Alexandra is the old est. She knows my wishes. I want
you to be guided by her. (BOYS look at each other for a
mo ment.) The next few years you will have it hard.
Alexandra will man age the best she can. But you must
all keep to gether. And you prom ise me one thing: you
will never give up this land.

LOU. But, Papa—
OS CAR. We prom ise, Fa ther. It would be so with out your

ask ing.
MR. BERGSON. Alexandra?…Alexandra?
ALEXANDRA. I prom ise.
MR. BERGSON. Good. That is good. You boys, go and

get your sup per. (They move off.) What is hap pen ing
now? (MU SIC CUE #4: “FATHER’S THEME”—Un der -
score.)

ALEXANDRA. Wa ter is com ing to a boil on the stove.
The cat tle are mov ing up close to the house.

MR. BERGSON. How many head of cat tle?
ALEXANDRA. Two.
MR. BERGSON. How many hogs in the pen?
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ALEXANDRA. Three hogs.
MR. BERGSON. Five hens—
ALEXANDRA. —and seven chicks—
MR. BERGSON. Go on.
ALEXANDRA. Three cherry trees, two pear…
MR. BERGSON. Go on… Black berries,
ALEXANDRA & MR. BERGSON. Choke cherries, dan de -

lion, milk weed, cat tails, buf falo-grass… (He stops. She
goes on. FATHER’S THEME con tin ues.)

ALEXANDRA. Lin den, ce dar, cot ton wood, oak—

(ALEXANDRA looks at MR. BERGSON. He’s gone.
FAM ILY gath ers around a grave.)

PREACHER. Only through death can heaven be at tained.
This hard and sor row ful life is the trial we stand that
will de ter mine our places there. And so we con se crate
this body to the cruel earth which is the stuff of this
body, ashes and dust, ashes and dust. (ALL dis perse ex -
cept ALEXANDRA. She stoops, fin gers the earth, throws it
down with hate. Leaves. CUE #4 ends.)

SCENE FOUR

AT RISE: ALEXANDRA works earth with hoe. Sun grows
grad u ally big ger in the sky. LIT TLE EMIL plays in the
dust with his friend, LIT TLE MARIE. OS CAR and LOU
work in a field U.
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(MU SIC CUE #5: “THE DROUGHT SONG”)

IMMIGRANT ONE (TENOR).
APRIL ONE: NO RAIN

IM MI GRANT TWO (ALTO).
SUNRISE COMES

IM MI GRANT THREE (SO PRANO).
AND THE STARVING EARTH LIES DRY
AND THE CORN IS

IM MI GRANT TWO.
 TOO WEAK TO FEED
ALL OF US.

IM MI GRANT THREE.
ALL OF US

IM MI GRANT ONE.
APRIL SEVEN: NO RAIN AGAIN.

IM MI GRANT THREE.
DAYLIGHT COMES

IM MI GRANT TWO.
AND THE DRYING RIVERBED CRACKS ALL

ACROSS.

IM MI GRANT THREE.
AND, LIKE MY HANDS, BLEEDS RED
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