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LIN COLN VA CA TION

CHAR AC TERS

MARK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . male, teen ager
SA RAH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male, teen ager
GINGER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male, teen ager
JOHN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . male, teen ager
LILY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male, teen ager
NANCY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male, teen ager
DR. THOMAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male, pro fes sor
RANGER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . male
STAN [PIL GRIM] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . male
FARMER/LIN COLN AC TOR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . male
RANGER/FARMER WIFE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male
WAIT RESS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male, teen ager

TIME: Now.

STAGING: Area staging, mul ti ple lo ca tions. The play can
be per formed on a bare stage, or slides may be pro jected 
to in di cate the fol low ing lo ca tions: Abra ham Lin coln
Birth place in Ken tucky; Abra ham Lin coln Boy hood
Home in In di ana; Lin coln Home in Il li nois; Lin coln Me -
mo rial in Wash ing ton, D.C., etc.
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LIN COLN VA CA TION

(In dark ness, we hear DR. THOMAS’ voice, ei ther on a
mega phone off stage or a voiceover:)

DR. THOMAS. Ev ery one, please stay in the van. I’ll be
right back.

(LIGHTS UP on the group sit ting in chairs in a van for -
ma tion: 3 rows of chairs, 2 by 2: MARK, SA RAH,
GINGER, JOHN, NANCY and LILY. They scram ble out
of the chairs quickly. EV ERY ONE pulls out a cell phone
from his or her back pack.)

MARK (on phone). She’s at the front desk, check ing us in. 
Can you come get me, Dad? We’re at the first stop on
the itin er ary sheet, some where in Ken tucky. Come now.

SA RAH (into the phone). I so don’t want to be on this
field trip for los ers. It’s sooooo bor ing rid ing in a van,
look ing at cows, and lis ten ing to Dr. Thomas lec ture on
and on about Il li nois, Ken tucky, In di ana, blah, blah,
blah.

GINGER (mak ing a podcast). Mom, what did I do to de -
serve this? I don’t know any thing about Abra ham Lin -
coln and I’d like to keep it that way.
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JOHN (into the phone). First of all, you know I don’t want
to be away from the team…

NANCY (into phone). Help! 
GINGER (podcast). Last year, Max, when his par ents

forced him to go on one of these lec ture trip pun ish ment 
thingies, he went over seas. Yeah. On a plane. To Eng -
land. As in Eu rope. And stud ied a real his tor i cal fig ure
of world im por tance. Chur chill or some thing. But me,
you send me to a cheap Lin coln Amer i can field trip on a 
van. We’re in the mid dle of no where. See? (She does a
pan orama shot.)

MARK (phone). And we’re stuck in the mid dle of no -
where. You want me to send you some pic tures? 

SA RAH (phone). I can’t re ally get much sig nal out here, so 
I hope you can hear me. I don’t feel con nected.

JOHN (phone). Yeah, well, and sec ond of all, the team. I
was gonna prac tice with them ev ery week this sum mer.

NANCY (phone). SOS!
SA RAH (phone). Did I men tion I don’t want to be away

from my friends? And no, none of these peo ple are my
friends. We just met. 

GINGER (podcast). Here’s the deal. Why don’t you let me 
worry about my own GPA? GPAs are so over, any way.

LILY (on the phone). Hi, Mom. Hi, Dad. Ev ery thing’s fine. 
Thought I’d check in. I think it’s so cool we’re get ting
col lege credit for this. It’s amaz ing. I’m learn ing so
much al ready. Dr. Thomas is great. (EV ERY ONE ELSE
turns to glare at her. LILY steps away from the group.)
No, I don’t know any one yet…I ate lunch by my self. No 
biggie.
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MARK (looks up). Oh, shoot. She’s com ing back. (To the
group.) Warn ing. Heads up. Dr. Thomas is on the
el-move-oh. 

GINGER, MARK, LILY, JOHN, NANCY & SA RAH (at
vary ing speeds—not in uni son). Bye! Gotta go. Later.

(EV ERY ONE fran ti cally puts away his or her phones/
equip ment and jumps back onto the chairs.)

SA RAH (whis per ing to MARK). Is your dad com ing to get
you?

MARK. No. My par ents are go ing through—never mind. 
SA RAH (loudly to the group). Lis ten, if any one, ANY ONE 

gets to leave this place, I will pay you to take me back
home with you. Name your price.

GINGER. Sshhhh. She’s here.

(DR. THOMAS EN TERS, car ry ing her mega phone. EV -
ERY ONE acts “nor mal.” They fo cus at ten tion on DR.
THOMAS and give var i ous re ac tions.)

DR. THOMAS. Ev ery one ready to go to din ner at the Lin -
coln Tastee Freeze? 

NANCY, SA RAH, MARK, GINGER, JOHN (unenthused). 
Yes. 

LILY. Yes, Dr. Thomas! (The other five glare at LILY.)
DR. THOMAS. Right af ter din ner, we’re go ing to see an

old movie, Young Mr. Lin coln. I will nar rate through out, 
sep a rat ing the facts from fic tion. First quiz, to mor row
morn ing.

ALL (ad libs, groan ing). No way. Al ready? Arghh.
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DR. THOMAS. So be sure to take notes and then get to
bed early. Oh, and I know it all feels new and strange
right now, but by the end of our two weeks to gether, not 
only will you have learned a lot about Amer i can his tory, 
but each other, too. 

LILY. Ques tion. Do we get to or der a spe cial Lin coln
birth place meal, like a hot dog on a log or some thing
uniquely Lincolnesque at the Lin coln Tastee Freeze?

(EV ERY ONE groans again, ex cept LILY and DR.
THOMAS, who smiles. Then, all EXIT ex cept for MARK.

LIGHTS SHIFT/TIME SHIFT. BRIGHT DAY TIME.
MARK grabs a dig i tal cam era from his back pack, and
sets it down on a tri pod, and steps back a few feet.
MARK be gins a podcast, click ing a re mote. There’s a ta -
ble in the back ground.)

MARK. Testing. (Clears his throat.) Testing. (Clicks re -
mote again.) So, Of fi cial Podcast Sec ond Day. Two
weeks’ worth of these and then I get an al low ance bo -
nus, right? That was the deal, since you’re re fus ing to
come get me. (Looks around.) We had a quiz this morn -
ing. Now we’re at the Abra ham Lin coln birthplace, near
Hodgenville, Ken tucky. Hodgenville is the kind of town
where ev ery thing is about Lin coln, like the main town
square with stat ues and all the stores. Lin coln Tastee
Freeze, there might be a Lin coln Laun dro mat. You get
the pic ture. They’re proud of Lin coln be ing born here.
I’m in the book store in the lobby of the Lin coln Birth -
place park. Ran dom Pre dic tion: Some girl on our field
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trip is go ing to run through here any sec ond, look ing for 
the restroom.

(A RANGER walks in, dressed in a khaki/brown uni form, 
car ry ing books. He puts the books down on the ta ble
and ar ranges them; now, it looks like a book store dis -
play. Then NANCY and SA RAH come running in.)

SA RAH (to RANGER). Ex cuse me. Which way to the
restroom?

RANGER. Back that way. (He points to the left.)
NANCY (to RANGER). Thanks. (SA RAH and NANCY

exit.)
MARK (into podcast). Okay. Was I right about the bath -

room thing or not? Back to the reg u larly sched uled
podcast, um—first of all, Dr. Thomas is out side sob bing.

RANGER (looks at MARK). Ex cuse me. Is she okay?
Why’s some one cry ing?

MARK. With joy or some thing. Be cause she loves Abra -
ham Lin coln so much. Per sonally, I don’t get it. What’s
the big deal?

RANGER. This your first time to Lin coln’s birth place? 
MARK. Yes.
RANGER. I see. Well, most peo ple start with the short

film through there. It ac cli mates you. And there’s an in -
door rep lica of what his birth house prob a bly looked
like…right be hind you.

(MARK picks up the camera off of the tri pod and aims
to where the RANGER is point ing.)
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MARK. Would you mind say ing a lit tle bit more? I have to 
send this podcast to my par ents. Well, my dad, I mean. 

RANGER. See how small that rep lica log cabin is? Abra -
ham Lin coln was born into one just like it. The fam ily
all lived in one room, with a dirt floor. The tra di tional
size was 16 by 18 feet.

MARK. Thanks. One room. Dirt floor. Got it. 

(SA RAH and NANCY RE-ENTER. They both look to -
ward the cabin off stage.)

SA RAH. Ew. One room? No pri vacy. A dirt floor? 
NANCY. Bugs. 
RANGER. Sure. If you were poor back then, and his fam -

ily was, you were lucky to have a roof over your head.
That’s one rea son it’s so amaz ing that Lin coln went on
from such hum ble be gin nings to be come our six teenth
pres i dent. Have you seen the Sinking Spring? That’s
how they got their wa ter, and the farm was named af ter
it. 

SA RAH. No. We’ll check it out.
MARK (to RANGER, still film ing). So if you had to name

two sur pris ing things about Abra ham Lin coln right off
the top of your head that most peo ple don’t know, what
would they be?

RANGER. He was the pres i dent who “of fi cially sanc -
tioned” the tra di tion that we cel e brate Thanksgiving ev -
ery year in this coun try.

SA RAH. Really? 
NANCY. Poor poor tur keys. 
RANGER. And that tall stovepipe hat you’ve seen that he

al ways wore? He kept his im por tant pa pers stored up
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there. Would pull ’em down when ever he needed ’em,
like when he was go ing to give a speech or some thing.
It was his se cret pa per stash.

MARK. Got it. Thanks. (Stops film ing.)
RANGER. Oh, and here’s a third thing. Abra ham Lin coln

and sci en tist Charles Dar win were born on the same day 
in the same year. Feb ru ary 12, 1809. Oh, and a fourth
thing. He was named af ter his pa ter nal grand fa ther who
was also named Abra ham Lin coln. Oh, and a fifth
thing—

MARK. That’s great. 
SA RAH. Thanks a lot.
NANCY. Thanks.

(LILY EN TERS. STAN FOL LOWS BE HIND HER, wear -
ing a base ball cap, a sports shirt of some kind and
jeans. MARK starts film ing again.)

LILY. Hey, you guys seen Dr. Thomas?
MARK. Is n’t she still out side sob bing or some thing? 
LILY. No. I guess she went up to the birth tem ple.
MARK (in di cates the camera). Whatever. I’m in the mid -

dle of this podcast…
SA RAH (to LILY). We don’t know where Dr. Thomas is. 
STAN (clears throat). She said oth ers in the class might

want to meet us. 
LILY (nudg ing MARK). Guys, man ners…

(MARK, slightly ir ri tated, puts the cam era back on the
tri pod, and turns to STAN. He nudges SA RAH.)

MARK. Hi.
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SA RAH. Nice to meet you.
NANCY. Hello. 
STAN. Howdy. Yep, kids, I make my an nual trek to

Hodgenville, where Thomas Lin coln and Nancy Hanks
Lin coln named their baby Abra ham. I’m what they call a 
birth place pil grim.

(The RANGER EXITS.)

LILY. Why do you all visit ev ery year?
STAN. It re as sures us to know it’s here. You have n’t been

up to the shrine yet, have you? It’s spe cial. Once you get 
up there, you’ll find more un usual stuff. Like, for ex am -
ple, did you know the cabin in the shrine is not the real
cabin that Lin coln was born into?

NANCY. What? 
SA RAH. Then why’s this a na tional park? 
MARK. That ranger just told me they farmed here and

used the Sinking Spring for their wa ter—
STAN. Sure, the real cabin was near here, but some one

tore it up, most likely in the mid-1800s, and so they’re
only guessin’ the ex act spot where ole Hon est Abe was
born, and that’s where they put up the sym bolic cabin in 
a tem ple. My wife sure likes those Greek col umns. She
sits on a bench up there, so peace ful. She says it al ways
makes her think of what be ing an Amer i can re ally
means. To start with al most noth ing, and then to live a
life in which you go so far. 

MARK. Can we go up to there now?
LILY (mo tions to SA RAH, NANCY & MARK, checks her

watch). Yikes. I think we’re sup posed to be there al -
ready. Come on. 
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(MARK crosses to the cam era and starts to film again.)

STAN. Oh, and don’t for get to check out the Knob Creek
Boy hood Home and the blab school site, while you’re in 
the area. Amaz ing story about the Knob Creek farm.
One day, af ter a big rain, Abe fell in Knob Creek, and
his good friend Aus tin Gollaher reached for him with a
tree branch, and pulled him out of the wa ter. Lil’ Aus tin
saved young Abe from drown ing. Abe never for got. It
was on the front road to their Knob Creek house that
young Lin coln first saw slaves forced to travel. Well, see 
you later.

LILY. Bye. Thanks! 

(STAN EXITS. SA RAH, NANCY and MARK look at
LILY. MARK aims the cam era at the three girls.)

SA RAH (to LILY). Did you have to find a Lin coln wacko
the first nano sec ond we got here? 

MARK. Yeah, and I got it all on the podcast. (Turns off the 
cam era.) Bril liant. If see ing this dude does n’t make one
of my par ents come and get me, noth ing will. I’m send -
ing it to them now, and then I hope I’ll be leav ing this
Lin coln crash course. 

SA RAH. When your folks come, take me with you.
Please? Deal, Mark? My par ents are forc ing me to stick
it out be cause… Well, any way, I can’t be lieve we have
twelve more days. 

LILY. Hey, look through the back win dows. There’s Dr.
Thomas, com ing in that way.

NANCY. Uh-oh.
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(DR. THOMAS EN TERS with JOHN and GINGER.)

DR. THOMAS. Sa rah, Mark, Lily. Nancy. There you are.
You missed some of the lec ture at the tem ple about Lin -
coln, his sis ter Sa rah, and the blab school.

SA RAH. He had a sis ter named Sa rah?
JOHN. Yeah. Even I knew that. 
LILY. Dr. Thomas, in his whole life, Abe Lin coln only got 

to go to school for about a year, right? When you add it
all up? Be cause their fam ily moved a lot and the kids
had to help with all the farm chores.

DR. THOMAS. Right. Very good, Lily. Okay, in five,
meet me out side. We’re load ing up again.

(LILY, MARK, NANCY and SA RAH nod. DR. THOMAS
EXITS with JOHN and GINGER. The RANGER RE-EN -
TERS.)

LILY. Oh, great. Now we’ve missed some of the next quiz
ma te rial. 

RANGER. Hey, let me help you out. A blab school was a
one-room school house, all grades mixed in to gether, and 
the way you proved you learned some thing was to mem -
o rize it. And then your big test: you had to re cite what
you learned in front of the teacher and the class. You
“blabbed” ev ery thing you learned. If you could n’t, you
failed. Lin coln and his sis ter walked two miles to go to
the school. 

NANCY. Cool.
LILY. Thanks. 
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