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Hundred DressesThe Hundred Dresses – Musical. By Ralph Covert and G. Riley Mills. 

Based on the book by Eleanor Estes. Cast: 3 to 5m., 5w. Wanda Petronski, 
a second-grader, lives way up in a shabby house in Boggins Heights, and 
she doesn’t have any friends. Every day she wears a faded blue dress, which 
wouldn’t be too much of a problem if she didn’t tell her classmates that she 
had a hundred dresses at home—all silk, all colors, velvet too. The chil-
dren at Franklin Elementary don’t know what to make of this peculiar new 
girl with the strange accent. Soon Maddie, Peggy, Jack and their classmates 
make a game of teasing Wanda about her hundred dresses until one day she 
disappears from school, leaving just an empty seat where she once sat. As 
feelings of guilt overtake the children, Maddie and the others decide they 
must find out what happened to Wanda and make amends for the way they 
treated her. But is it too late? Based on the beloved Newbery Honor Book by 
Eleanor Estes, this acclaimed musical adaptation masterfully handles such 
topics as bullying, friendship and forgiveness. Packed with humor and filled 
with colorful characters and memorable songs such as “Bright Blue Day,” 
“Penny Paddywhack” and “Never Do Nothing” The Hundred Dresses is 
a timeless tale that explores the bonds of friendship, the willingness to be 
yourself and the courage that it takes to stand up to others—even when 
you’re standing alone. Recommended for ages 6 and up. Area staging. Ap-
proximate running time: 65 minutes. Code: HE9.

“The Hundred Dresses is a great show:
a musical that speaks to the hearts of 

everyone who has ever needed a friend.” 
—Chicago Theater Beat
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the mu si cal must give credit to El ea nor Estes as the au thor
of the book on which the mu si cal is based, G. Riley Mills as the dramatizer
of the mu si cal and Ralph Co vert as the com poser of the mu si cal in all pro -
grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the mu si cal and in all
in stances in which the ti tle of the mu si cal ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis -
ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the mu si cal and/or a pro duc tion. The 
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the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the 
size of the ti tle type and shall read as fol lows:
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Adapted by
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Based on the book
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Pub lished by Har court Chil dren’s Books, an im print of
Hought on Mifflin Har court Pub lish ing Company

Preap proved bio graph i cal in for ma tion on El ea nor Estes, G. Riley Mills and
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all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

In ad di tion, all pro duc ers of the mu si cal must in clude the fol low ing ac knowl -
edg ment on the ti tle page of all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per -
for mances of the mu si cal and on all ad ver tis ing and pro mo tional ma te ri als:
“The Hun dred Dresses was com mis sioned by Chi cago Chil dren’s Thea tre
and the world pre miere was pre sented by Chi cago Chil dren’s Thea tre, Chi -
cago, Ill., Jac que line Rus sell, ar tis tic di rec tor, Claude Binder, ex ec u tive di -
rec tor.” In ad di tion, the fol low ing bi og ra phy for Chi cago Chil dren’s Thea tre
will be in cluded in all such pro grams: “Founded in 2005, the crit i cally ac -
claimed Chi cago Chil dren’s Thea tre fo cuses on the pro duc tion of first-rate
chil dren’s thea tre in Chi cago, with top writ ing, per form ing and di rec torial
tal ent and high-qual ity de sign and pro duc tion ex per tise. Chi cago Chil dren’s
Thea tre also pro duces The Red Kite Pro ject, a multisensory in ter ac tive thea -
tre pro gram tai lored spe cif i cally to the needs of chil dren on the au tism spec -
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Leland, the com pany’s world pre miere pro duc tions to date in clude The Self -
ish Gi ant, The Hun dred Dresses, Jackie and Me, Dot & Ziggy and Brian
Selznick’s The Houdini Box.”

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



The Hun dred Dresses was first pre sented by Chi cago Chil -
dren’s Thea tre at the Royal George Thea tre, Chi cago, Il li -
nois, on Sep tem ber 25, 2009, with the fol low ing art ists:

CAST

Maddie Mar tin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leslie Ann Sheppard
Peggy Haw thorne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natalie Berg
Ce cile Caldwell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elana Ernst
Jack Beggles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geoff Rice
Willie Bounce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ty ler Ravelson
Miss Ma son. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nadirah Bost
Wanda Petronski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Patton
Jan Petronski / Old Man Svenson . . . . . . . . Kurt Ehrmann

PRO DUC TION TEAM

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Graney
Sce nic De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin Depinet
Light ing De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heather Gilbert
Cos tume De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jac que line Fir kins
Sound De sign. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Griggs
Prop De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kimberly G. Mor ris
Stage Man age ment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mackenzie Brown
Cho re og ra phy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tommy Rapley
Orig i nal Mu si cal Ar range ments . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Splain
Mu si cal Di rec tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andra Velis Si mon
Ar tis tic Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jac que line Rus sell
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The Hun dred Dresses was sub se quently pre sented off
Broad way by The At lan tic Thea tre Com pany at the Pe ter
North Space in New York City, on Feb ru ary 19, 2012, with 
the fol low ing art ists:

CAST

Maddie Mar tin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steph a nie Hsu
Peggy Haw thorne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeanna Phillips
Ce cile Caldwell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marisa Parry
Jack Beggles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Fischer
Willie Bounce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Da vid Bernstein
Miss Ma son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janna Emig
Wanda Petronski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Schoffer
Jan Petronski / Old Man Svenson . . . . . . . Dan iel John son

PRO DUC TION TEAM

Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alison Beatty
Sce nic & Light ing De sign . . . . . . . . . . Ga briel Evansohm
Cos tume De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katja Andreiev
Choreography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alison Beatty
Orig i nal Mu si cal Ar range ments . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Splain
Mu si cal Di rec tion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brandon Sturiale
Ar tis tic Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil Pepe
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MU SI CAL SE LEC TIONS

1. Bright Blue Day . . . . . . . . Maddie & Full Cast
1a. Bright Blue Day - Part 2 . . . . . . . In stru men tal
2. Bright Beautiful Day Play off . . . . . In stru men tal
3. School yard Tran si tion . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
4. Bounce Willie Bounce . . . . . . . . Jack & Willie
5. Penny Paddywhack . Maddie, Peggy, Ce cile, Willie

& Jack
6. Get tys burg Tran si tion . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
7. It’s Funny Tran si tion . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
8. Ce cile’s Big Mo ment . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
9. Hop scotch Se quence. . . . . Maddie, Ce cile, Peggy

10. The Hun dred Dresses. . . . . . . . . . . . Wanda
11. Jack and Maddie Tran si tion . . . . . . In stru men tal
12. Mi chel an gelo. . . . . . . . . . . Peggy & Maddie
13. Af ter Mi chel an gelo . . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
14. Wanda Petronski Is Miss ing . . . . Maddie, Peggy,

Ce cile, Willie, Jack
15. Jan’s Let ter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
16. Up on Boggins Heights . . . . . . Maddie & Peggy
17. Never Do Noth ing . . . . . . . . Maddie & Peggy
18. The Pass ing of Au tumn . . . Maddie, Peggy, Ce cile,

Jack & Willie
19. Let ter From Wanda . . . . . . . . . . . . Wanda
20. Dear Wanda . . Maddie, Ce cile, Peggy, Jack, Willie
21. Bows. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In stru men tal
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THE HUN DRED DRESSES

CHAR AC TERS

MADDIE MAR TIN
PEGGY HAW THORNE
WANDA PETRONSKI
JAN PETRONSKI, Wanda’s fa ther
JACK BEGGLES
CE CILE CALDWELL
WILLIE BOUNCE
MISS MA SON, the teacher
OLD MAN SVENSON

SET TING

The ac tion of the play takes place in and around Frank lin
El e men tary School, the class room and school yard, as well
as one scene on the road to Boggins Heights.
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THE HUN DRED DRESSES

SCENE ONE

(Light rise on an empty school yard. As the first mu sic
be gins, a sin gle leaf slowly floats mag i cally onto the
stage, and then an other, and an other. MADDIE en ters
and sings.)

(SONG #1: BRIGHT BLUE DAY)

MADDIE.
THE FIRST LEAF IS FALLING DOWN
A SIGN THAT THINGS ARE CHANGING
ALL THE OTHERS SOON WILL FOLLOW AFTER

(PEGGY en ters.)

PEGGY.
THE TREES BECOME A RAINBOW
GREEN ORANGE RED AND YELLOW
AS AUTUMN DRESSES UP FOR EV’RYONE

MADDIE. Hi, Peggy.
PEGGY. Hi, Maddie.
MADDIE. That dress is so beau ti ful.
PEGGY. Thanks. Yours is cute too.

9
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MADDIE. You like it?
PEGGY. It’s for sure better than that one you wore yes ter -

day. (They cross to the swings.) This must be the kind
of day they meant when they say, “Oc to ber’s bright
blue weather.”

MADDIE. Right!

PEGGY.
THE FIRST WEEKS BACK AT SCHOOL
AND MORNING MEANS THE SCHOOLYARD NOT
THE BACKYARD

PEGGY & MADDIE.
WILL THE DAYS TO COME 
ALL BE FILLED WITH LAUGHTER
AS AUTUMN DRESSES UP FOR EV’RYONE

PEGGY. Look at that sun. I wish we could stay out here
all day.

MADDIE. That’d be nice.

(MISS MA SON, their teacher, en ters.)

PEGGY. In stead we have to spend the whole day in side
lis ten ing to Miss Ma son’s bor ing lec tures. 

MADDIE (try ing to get PEGGY’s at ten tion). Uh, Peggy…
PEGGY. Ev ery day, an other bor ing lec ture! She’s so bor -

ing!

(MISS MA SON stops.)

MADDIE. Good morn ing, Miss Ma son.

10 THE HUNDRED DRESSES
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MISS MASON. Good morn ing, Maddie. Why, hello,
Peggy.

PEGGY. Hi.
MISS MASON. Ready for the quiz to day?
PEGGY. Yes, Miss Ma son.
MISS MASON. Good. See you girls in class.

(She ex its. JACK and CE CILE en ter.)

MADDIE. Well, her lec tures cer tainly can be bor ing.
PEGGY. Not all of them, of course.
MADDIE. Oh, no. 
CECILE. I love your dress, Peggy.
PEGGY. Thanks, Ce cile.
JACK. What a per fect day!
MADDIE. It sure is, Jack!

ALL.
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BEAUTIFUL DAY
EV’RYTHING IS NEW
EV’RYTHING IS CHANGING
THE COLORS EV’RYWHERE
AUTUMN IN THE AIR
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BEAUTIFUL DAY 
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BEAUTIFUL DAY 
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE DAY 

(WANDA and her fa ther, JAN, en ter, with MISS MA -
SON.)

MISS MASON. I’m sure your daugh ter, Wanda, will feel
right at home here.

THE HUNDRED DRESSES 11
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JAN. Yes, this I hope. She is bright girl, funny. She
dances, she draws. In Po land, all the girls love her.

MISS MASON. She’ll make lots of new friends in no time, 
I’m sure.

JAN. Her mother…the jour ney was a hard one. We did not 
all make it. (He takes out a locket, putt ing it around
WANDA’s neck, sings.)

ON A DAY LIKE THIS ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN
AND EV’RYTHING IS WAITING HERE FOR YOU
THE LEAVES AND COLORS LIKE SO MANY
DRESSES.

JAN & WANDA.
THIS IS OUR NEW HOME
THOUGH SUMMER IS NOW OVER
THE AUTUMN DRESSES UP FOR EV’RYONE

CECILE. Did you see the new girl?
MADDIE. How do you know she’s new?
CECILE. Well, for one, I heard my mother and fa ther talk -

ing—and, for two, she’s new!
PEGGY. Maddie, some days you seem so hope less. If

you’ve never seen her be fore, she’s prob a bly new!
CECILE. Not to men tion be ing walked to school by her

dad!
PEGGY. Not to men tion her boots! Did you see those

boots!
CECILE. I would die. I would sooner die than wear those

boots!
MADDIE. That’s a pretty dress she had on.

(Beat. MADDIE and PEGGY burst out laughing.)

12 THE HUNDRED DRESSES
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CE CILE. Good one. For a sec ond there I thought you were 
se ri ous!

MADDIE, PEGGY, CE CILE, JACK.
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BEAUTIFUL DAY
EV’RYTHING IS NEW
EV’RYTHING IS CHANGING
THE COLORS EV’RYWHERE
AUTUMN IN THE AIR
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BEAUTIFUL DAY
IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BEAUTIFUL DAY

MADDIE, PEGGY, CE CILE. JACK.
     IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BA DA DA DA…
     BEAU TI FUL DAY

MADDIE, CE CILE, JACK. PEGGY.
     IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE BA DA DA DA…
     BEAU TI FUL DAY
     IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE DAY! IT’S A BRIGHT BLUE
     DAY!

(WILLIE en ters, run ning by. He is dressed as a pi rate,
for no par tic u lar rea son.)

WILLIE. Hi, Maddie! Hi, Peggy! Hi, Ce cile! Hi, Jack! (He 
dis ap pears into the school house.)

CECILE. Willie Bounce!
PEGGY. That can mean only one thing…
ALL. We’re late!

(SONG #1A: BRIGHT BLUE DAY - PART 2)

THE HUNDRED DRESSES 13
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(Bell rings. As the lights dim, MADDIE alone sings.)

MADDIE.
THE FIRST LEAF IS FALLING DOWN
A SIGN THAT THINGS ARE CHANGING…

(SONG #2: BRIGHT BEAUTIFUL DAY PLAY OFF)

(She ex its as fast as she can. Lights change as we move
to the class room. The chil dren slip into their desks just
as the bell rings. MISS MA SON stands be fore the class.)

MISS MASON. Good morn ing, class.
ALL. Good morn ing, Miss Ma son.
MISS MASON. It’s so nice to see that no one was tardy

this morn ing. 
WILLIE (snick ers). Ha! Tardy…
MISS MASON. As you may have no ticed, we have a new

stu dent join ing us to day. Class, will you please wel -
come Miss Wanda Petronski.

ALL. Good morn ing, Wanda.
MISS MASON. Ev ery one please turn to page twelve in

your sci ence books. Peggy, will you please read from
the top of the page.

PEGGY (rises and reads). “In di vid ual el e ments when com -
bined with one an other form ei ther mix tures, so lu tions
or com pounds.”

MISS MASON. Ex cel lent. Mix tures, so lu tions and com -
pounds. Jack, please read on and tell us what a “mix -
ture” is.

JACK (stands). “A mix ture oc curs when two or more el e -
ments are com bined, but re tain their orig i nal form.” 

14 THE HUNDRED DRESSES
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WILLIE. I don’t get it.
MISS MASON. If you put salt and pep per to gether in the

same con tainer, you’ll still have salt and pep per, just
mixed to gether.

WILLIE. Oh, I get it.
MISS MASON. Wanda, please read on and tell us what a

“so lu tion” is.
WANDA. “A. So lu tion. Is.”
MISS MASON. Please stand, Miss Petronski, so we can all 

hear you.
WANDA (stands). “Solu…tion. Oc curs when. An elem.

An elem-nent. Is diss…ohlved.”
MISS MASON. Dis solved.
WANDA. “Diss… Diss…”

(PEGGY and oth ers gig gle. WANDA sits, clearly em -
bar rassed.)

MISS MASON. That is quite enough, girls. Willie, please
con tinue where Wanda left off.

WILLIE. Yes, ma’am. “So lu tion. A so lu tion oc curs when
an el e ment is dis solved…” (He con tin ues to read as
lights fade.)

(SONG #3: SCHOOL YARD TRAN SI TION)

SCENE TWO

(Lights rise on the play ground. It is the fol low ing day.
PEGGY is sun ning her self.)

MADDIE. That was kind of weird yes ter day, huh?

THE HUNDRED DRESSES 15
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PEGGY. You mean the new girl?
MADDIE. She did n’t even fin ish the sen tence. I’m sur -

prised Miss Ma son did n’t make her stand back up and
fin ish.

PEGGY. Maybe she does n’t know how to read. 
MADDIE. You think?
PEGGY. I don’t know. Or maybe she was just ner vous. 
MADDIE. It was weird. 
PEGGY. Yeah.
MADDIE. How do you think you did on the quiz?
PEGGY. I think I did great. You?
MADDIE. I got kind of rushed at the end. I did n’t have

enough time.
PEGGY. This sun feels nice on my face. My mother says

that a lit tle color is very be com ing on me. She says it
gives me a glow.

(PEGGY closes her eyes, tan ning. WANDA en ters and
sits on a bench by her self.)

PEGGY (cont’d). Am I glow ing yet?
MADDIE. I guess you are a lit tle…
PEGGY. Good, be cause I have to look my best for to mor -

row.
MADDIE. What’s to mor row?
PEGGY. Did n’t I tell you? My mother is tak ing me to

Hanover House for tea. It’s a very fa mous place where
all of the im por tant peo ple go when ever they come to
town. And af ter we fin ish our tea, we’re go ing next
door to Gavin’s De part ment Store.

MADDIE. Gavin’s!

16 THE HUNDRED DRESSES
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PEGGY. And I get to pick out a new hat or some new
shoes. I think to mor row I want to get both!

MADDIE. You’re so lucky, Peg. 
PEGGY. My mother and I go ev ery Sat ur day morn ing

while my fa ther plays golf. You should tell your mom
to take you to Gavin’s to get some new clothes.

MADDIE. Gavin’s is aw fully ex pen sive.
PEGGY. Oh, Maddie, it’s just money. Your par ents can al -

ways get more. Be sides, you could use some new
clothes. I think you wore that skirt last week.

(WILLIE runs on, out of breath. He is dressed like a
cow boy. He ducks be hind the gar bage can, hid ing.)

MADDIE. Willie, what’s the mat ter?
WILLIE. Can’t talk…he’s af ter me!
MADDIE. Who is?
WILLIE. Big Bill By ron!
MADDIE. Bill By ron the sixth-grader?

(JACK en ters, toss ing a ball to him self.)

JACK. Hey, Maddie, what’s go ing on? 
MADDIE. Willie is hid ing from Big Bill By ron.
WILLIE (peek ing out). Do you see him? 
MADDIE. No.
WILLIE. Are you sure?
JACK. The coast is clear, Willie. You can come out now.

(WILLIE emerges from be hind the can.)
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WILLIE. Ev ery morn ing on my way to school, Big Bill
waits for me on the side walk out side of his house. And
ev ery morn ing he pounds on me un til I hand over my
lunch. 

JACK. He did the same thing to me when I lived on Ma ple 
Street.

WILLIE. Re ally? 
JACK. He’s the big gest bully in town. 
WILLIE. He is! He’s like one of those mon sters in a hor ror 

movie! 
JACK. Tell me about it!
WILLIE. No mat ter what you do—
JACK. —or how hard you try—
JACK & WILLIE.  —you just can’t es cape him!

(SONG #4: BOUNCE WILLIE BOUNCE)

JACK. Willie, did he ever sing that song to you?
WILLIE. Yeah.
JACK. Do you want to sing it now?
WILLIE. For the girls?

(WILLIE and JACK play fully act out be ing bul lied.)

WILLIE.
BOUNCE WILLIE BOUNCE
YOU CAN BOUNCE HIM LIKE A BALL
THROW HIM UP AGAINST THE WALL
WILL HE BOUNCE?

JACK.
ALL RIGHT
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HOW ’BOUT A LITTLE SNAKEBITE
OR A NOOGIE ON THE HEAD
’TIL YOUR FACE IS TURNING RED
IF YOU LIKE

WILLIE.
CRYBABY GONNA TELL THE TEACHER
EV’RYTHING
ARE YOU A TATTLETALE?

PEGGY & MADDIE.
NO WAY

WILLIE.
I GOT A HUNCH
SOMEBODY PACKED ME UP A LUNCH
ALL OF THIS BOUNCING’S
MAKING ME HUNGRY FOR A MUNCH

JACK.
YUCK! A DOG BIT HIM IN THE BUTT!
HOLY MACARONI
I DON’T LIKE BALONEY
THROW IT OUT!

WILLIE.
LET’S DANCE

JACK.
HEY LITTLE SISSY GO RUNNING TO THE
TEACHER
ARE YOU A MOMMA’S BOY?
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