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Drama. By John Urquhart. Cast: 3m., 3w., 2 boys, 3 girls, extras 
optional. Set in the hills of Appalachia in the mid-1930s, this dra-
matization moves among various mountain settings nearby. Liza 
Tucker was born different. She can’t talk, but she has an extraor-
dinary ability to solve riddles. Misunderstood by her mother and 
her neighbors, she lives a reclusive life at the family home place. 
But after her father fails to return home following a flood, it is 
Liza who solves the mystery of his disappearance. In this heart-
warming Appalachian adventure, Liza and her brother, Jacob, 
match wits with a pair of mischievous ghosts in a magical cave 
deep within mysterious Ice Mountain. At the end, Liza wins ac-
ceptance, while her mother gains a new understanding of the 
“kind of magic that holds a family together.” Notes are available
in the script containing discussion and details on casting, char-
acters, set and scenes. Open stage. Appalachian costumes of the 
1930s. Approximate running time: 75 minutes. Code: LG6.

Dramatic Publishing
311 Washington St.

Woodstock, IL 60098-330
ph: 800-448-7469

www.dramaticpublishing.com

Liza and the R
iddling C

ave          •          U
rquhart         •          D

ram
atic Publishing

Liza and the Riddling Cave OUTSIDE COVER.indd   All Pages 4/5/2013   3:24:14 PM

© Dramatic Publishing Company



ISBN-10: 1-58342-920-4 
ISBN-13: 978-1-58342-920-4

Liza and the Riddling Cave

Liza and the 
Riddling Cave

an Appalachian adventure 
for children

by John Urquhart

Liza and the
Riddling Cave

an Appalachian adventure for children

Drama. By John Urquhart. Cast: 3m., 3w., 2 boys, 3 girls, extras 
optional. Set in the hills of Appalachia in the mid-1930s, this dra-
matization moves among various mountain settings nearby. Liza 
Tucker was born different. She can’t talk, but she has an extraor-
dinary ability to solve riddles. Misunderstood by her mother and 
her neighbors, she lives a reclusive life at the family home place. 
But after her father fails to return home following a flood, it is 
Liza who solves the mystery of his disappearance. In this heart-
warming Appalachian adventure, Liza and her brother, Jacob, 
match wits with a pair of mischievous ghosts in a magical cave 
deep within mysterious Ice Mountain. At the end, Liza wins ac-
ceptance, while her mother gains a new understanding of the 
“kind of magic that holds a family together.” Notes are available 
in the script containing discussion and details on casting, char-
acters, set and scenes. Open stage. Appalachian costumes of the 
1930s. Approximate running time: 75 minutes. Code: LG6.

Dramatic Publishing
311 Washington St.

Woodstock, IL 60098-330
ph: 800-448-7469

www.dramaticpublishing.com

Liza and the R
iddling C

ave          •          U
rquhart         •          D

ram
atic Publishing

Liza and the Riddling Cave OUTSIDE COVER.indd   All Pages 4/5/2013   3:24:14 PM

© Dramatic Publishing Company



Liza and the Riddling Cave
an Appalachian adventure for children

by 

JOHN URQUHART

Dramatic Publishing
Woodstock, Illinois • Australia • New Zealand • South Africa

Ozma of 
Oz

A Tale of Time

Based on the characters and events 
from Ozma of Oz by

L. FRANK BAUM

Adapted by

SUZAN ZEDER

Liza and the Riddling Cave SCRIPT.indd   1 4/9/2013   2:38:03 PM

© Dramatic Publishing Company



*** NOTICE ***
The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by THE 
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without whose permission in writing no 
performance of it may be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed 
whether or not it is presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. 
A play is performed any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, 
applications and restrictions may be found at our website www.dramaticpublishing.
com, or we may be contacted by mail at: DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
311 Washington St., Woodstock IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors with a fair 
return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the royalties they 
receive from book sales and from the performance of their work. Conscientious 
observance of copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue 
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, 
deletions or substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written 
consent of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, 
recording, videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval system, 
without permission in writing from the publisher. It may not be performed either 
by professionals or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, 
but not limited to, the professional, motion picture, radio, television, videotape, 
foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and reading, are 
reserved.

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which are in copy-
right, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other songs and recordings 
in the public domain substituted.

©2000 by 
ANCHORAGE PRESS, INC.

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved

(LIZA AND THE RIDDLING CAVE)

ISBN: 978-1-58342-920-4
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

All producers of the play must give credit to the author of the play in all programs 
distributed in connection with performances of the play and in all instances in 
which the title of the play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or 
otherwise exploiting the play and/or a production. The name of the author must 
also appear on a separate line, on which no other name appears, immediately 
following the title, and must appear in size of type not less than fifty percent (50%) 
the size of the title type. Biographical information on the author, if included in the 
playbook, may be used in all programs. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY

of Woodstock, Illinois”
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